
Pastor’s page: Saint Kilian: Building a solid foundation for the future 

      St. Paul, the great apostle to the Gentile world, was very concerned about 
financial support for the church in Jerusalem. He knew that the proclamation of 
the gospel to the world needed to be fueled by collecting money to sustain the 
early churches. For Paul this is an act of Christian charity, and an expression of 
the unity of the church from Jerusalem to Rome. 

      From the beginning of our parish in 1896 to the present time, the generosity 
of God’s holy people in the Farmingdale area, their time, talent, and treasure, 
has made the mission of this Saint Kilian church grow and mature through the 
years. 

      As you know, our parish buildings and grounds need to be renovated and 
modernized. We hope to build a strong fiscal foundation for future generations 
of Saint Kilian parishioners. 

       Early in October of this year I spoke at all the parish weekend masses 
reviewing plans with you about a Feasibility Study that would be conducted by 
Andy White from Parish Development. As I have indicated in the bulletin, that 
Feasibility Study has been completed. Thank you for participating in the study. 
We have received well over 450 responses. Your feedback and input has been 
very valuable to me and our parish leadership as we determine the next steps.  

      A summary report of the results of the Feasibility Study was published in our 
bulletin on the weekend of November 10-11, and repeated on November 17-18. 
I will speak about the results after communion time at all masses. 

      The good news is that the Feasibility Study indicated that Saint Kilian parish 
is in a good position to conduct a capital campaign. 87% of parishioners 
responded favorably to the idea of conducting a capital campaign. Parishioners 
are overwhelmingly satisfied or very satisfied with our parish (90%). 

      The results showed that addressing safety, security and increasing efficiency 
and handicapped accessibility were top priorities. These priorities can be 
accomplished in stages over a number of years. 

      When asked to indicate a potential level of giving to our capital campaign, 
the Feasibility Study indicated a potential gift of between $500 and $50,000 for 



a total of $567,000 in multiyear pledges. Please keep in mind that this is only 
from 135 families in our parish! When we fully engage the entire parish in the 
campaign there will be much more support. 

      It was no surprise to me that Andy White and Parish Development reported 
to me that the people of Saint Kilian love their parish and want to see it on solid 
ground; with our parish buildings in top condition, and significant reserves in 
the bank for future use. Your love for, and pride in Saint Kilian parish, has been 
evident to me from the time I arrived here in June 2014. I am blessed to serve 
you as your pastor! 

      I have submitted a letter to Bishop Barres seeking permission to proceed 
with the Capital Campaign and begin renovating and modernizing our buildings. 
I expect to receive approval very soon. Most of the campaign will be conducted 
during the first half of 2019. I know that you will be as generous in your pledge, 
as your means allow. 

      I am most grateful to God for your support and participation both in the 
Feasibility Study and in our Capital Campaign. Collaborating together we can 
accomplish the challenges that lie ahead. We can succeed with the grace of God 
and our own faith filled generous response, to ensure a vibrant future for Saint 
Kilian parish. As our 125th anniversary approaches in 2021, we know that God 
will bless us, as the Lord has blessed previous generations, with another century 
of gospel proclamation in the Farmingdale area! 

      The grace of the Lord Jesus be with you! My love to all of you in Christ Jesus. 
Peace, Father Bruce 

 


